
 

 

A level Electronics  
What board do we do? AQA, Edexcel 

What is Electronics? 

The way our modern world works is mostly due to the pervasive influence of electronic devices. Some of these are obvious, like the 
mobile phone or laptop computer. But they can also be found in motor cars and even mundane household appliances. This course 
gives an insight into how we can use a handful of electronic components to perform a wide range of tasks, from turning on a 
heater to transmitting a signal along an optical fibre. The course is designed so that students without previous experience of 
electronics can participate. However, physics and mathematics GCSE passes at C or above will usually be required. The emphasis of 
the course is more towards the practical rather than the theoretical as students will have to design and build their own functioning 
electronic circuits. 

What careers and University courses can Electronics lead to? 

Electronics students can pursue further study at university in electrical and electronic engineering or computer science degrees. 
Graduate electronic engineers are employed in a wide range of industries, as the pervasiveness of electronics means that they are 
needed even in areas which apparently have nothing to do with electronics, such as kitchen appliances and automobile engines. 
Electrical engineers will deal more with industrial applications of electricity, like electrical power distribution and motor design. 
Amongst the different types of engineer an electronic and electrical engineer is one of the highest paid. Computer science 
graduates are also finding themselves more and more widely employed, turning up in any industry where a great deal of 
programming is required. This includes computer-generated animation studios, information processing services and telecoms. Even 
students who do not follow a career in electronics can benefit from the analytical, design and practical skills developed as part of 
the course. 

 
 

 

 

A level Accounting  
What board do we do? AQA, Edexcel, OCR 

What is Accounting? 
People do business in order to make a profit. Even charities and not-for-profit organisations need to make sure that they use their 
resources in the most efficient and effective manner. Thus, the need to effectively manage the financial resources is common to all 
organisations. Decision makers in these organisations will need access to economic information based on which they can arrive at 
informed decisions about their organisational activities. Accounting serves this purpose by identifying, classifying and summarising, 
and presenting financial information in order to facilitate decision making and compliance with the law. It looks at ways in which 
businesses can maximise profits, save costs, and allocate resources effectively. 

What careers and University courses can Accounting lead to? 
Studying Accounting will provide a student with one of the most sought after skills in any business. An understanding of the 
financial health is of utmost importance to any business, and all businesses employ the services of accountants to look after their 
financial affairs. If you decide to be an entrepreneur in future, become a thriving finance professional, or just lend a hand in the 
running of your family business, accounting knowledge can be very useful for you. 

A level Accounting is also relevant for students who want to pursue a degree in Business Studies at university. Almost all Business 
degrees at universities have a module or two for Accounting in the syllabus. More keen students can even study towards a 
professional qualification in accountancy from one of the six major accountancy bodies in the UK. 
(See http://www.ccab.org.uk/ andhttp://www.cimaglobal.com/ ) 

As a profession, accountancy ranks amongst the highest in the UK, with the Big Four accountancy firms featuring consistently in 
the top 10 of the Times Top 100 Graduate Employers rankings (see http://www.top100graduateemployers.com/ ). Finance 
background can also be of use if you aspire to work in a managerial role for any organisation in the future. 49% of the CEOs of 
FTSE 100 companies in 2011 came from a financial background, either holding an accountancy qualification or having held a 
previous finance role (www.accaountancyage.com ). 

Book List AS & Intensive 

AS Accounting for AQA: David Cox/Michael Fardon 
 (Osborne: ISBN 978-1905777143) 

AQA Accounting for AS:  Austen, D & Hailstone, P 
(Nelson Thornes:  ISBN: 978-0748798698 

Business Accounting Volume 1 (10th edition):  Wood, F & Sangster, A 
(FT Prentice Hall: ISBN: 978-0273681496) 

 

 

 

A level Art and Design (Fine Art)  
What board do we do? AQA, OCR  

What is Art and Design?    
Art is an exciting and stimulating subject for the independent and creative student who enjoys painting and drawing. The course 
will explore various aspects of Art and Design and the students will be exposed to a wide range of media and styles. 

What careers and University courses can Art and Design lead to? 
A good grade in Art  and Design at A level is valued by universities and employers, as it requires you to demonstrate the ability to 
solve creative problems and think independently.  This course lays an appropriate foundation for further study of  Art in higher 
education , for example on a Foundation course at an Art College, from which students go on to study  subjects such as Fashion, 
Product Design ,  Fine Art, Interior Design, Theatre and Film/Set Design and Graphic Design. Students often study Architecture 
after completing an A Level in Art and Design. 
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