
 

 

A level Electronics  
What board do we do? AQA, Edexcel 

What is Electronics? 

The way our modern world works is mostly due to the pervasive influence of electronic devices. Some of these are obvious, like the 
mobile phone or laptop computer. But they can also be found in motor cars and even mundane household appliances. This course 
gives an insight into how we can use a handful of electronic components to perform a wide range of tasks, from turning on a 
heater to transmitting a signal along an optical fibre. The course is designed so that students without previous experience of 
electronics can participate. However, physics and mathematics GCSE passes at C or above will usually be required. The emphasis of 
the course is more towards the practical rather than the theoretical as students will have to design and build their own functioning 
electronic circuits. 

What careers and University courses can Electronics lead to? 

Electronics students can pursue further study at university in electrical and electronic engineering or computer science degrees. 
Graduate electronic engineers are employed in a wide range of industries, as the pervasiveness of electronics means that they are 
needed even in areas which apparently have nothing to do with electronics, such as kitchen appliances and automobile engines. 
Electrical engineers will deal more with industrial applications of electricity, like electrical power distribution and motor design. 
Amongst the different types of engineer an electronic and electrical engineer is one of the highest paid. Computer science 
graduates are also finding themselves more and more widely employed, turning up in any industry where a great deal of 
programming is required. This includes computer-generated animation studios, information processing services and telecoms. Even 
students who do not follow a career in electronics can benefit from the analytical, design and practical skills developed as part of 
the course. 

 
 

 

 

A level Accounting  
What board do we do? AQA, Edexcel, OCR 

What is Accounting? 
People do business in order to make a profit. Even charities and not-for-profit organisations need to make sure that they use their 
resources in the most efficient and effective manner. Thus, the need to effectively manage the financial resources is common to all 
organisations. Decision makers in these organisations will need access to economic information based on which they can arrive at 
informed decisions about their organisational activities. Accounting serves this purpose by identifying, classifying and summarising, 
and presenting financial information in order to facilitate decision making and compliance with the law. It looks at ways in which 
businesses can maximise profits, save costs, and allocate resources effectively. 

What careers and University courses can Accounting lead to? 
Studying Accounting will provide a student with one of the most sought after skills in any business. An understanding of the 
financial health is of utmost importance to any business, and all businesses employ the services of accountants to look after their 
financial affairs. If you decide to be an entrepreneur in future, become a thriving finance professional, or just lend a hand in the 
running of your family business, accounting knowledge can be very useful for you. 

A level Accounting is also relevant for students who want to pursue a degree in Business Studies at university. Almost all Business 
degrees at universities have a module or two for Accounting in the syllabus. More keen students can even study towards a 
professional qualification in accountancy from one of the six major accountancy bodies in the UK. 
(See http://www.ccab.org.uk/ andhttp://www.cimaglobal.com/ ) 

As a profession, accountancy ranks amongst the highest in the UK, with the Big Four accountancy firms featuring consistently in 
the top 10 of the Times Top 100 Graduate Employers rankings (see http://www.top100graduateemployers.com/ ). Finance 
background can also be of use if you aspire to work in a managerial role for any organisation in the future. 49% of the CEOs of 
FTSE 100 companies in 2011 came from a financial background, either holding an accountancy qualification or having held a 
previous finance role (www.accaountancyage.com ). 

Book List AS & Intensive 

AS Accounting for AQA: David Cox/Michael Fardon 
 (Osborne: ISBN 978-1905777143) 

AQA Accounting for AS:  Austen, D & Hailstone, P 
(Nelson Thornes:  ISBN: 978-0748798698 

Business Accounting Volume 1 (10th edition):  Wood, F & Sangster, A 
(FT Prentice Hall: ISBN: 978-0273681496) 

 

 

 

A level Art and Design (Fine Art)  
What board do we do? AQA, OCR  

What is Art and Design?    
Art is an exciting and stimulating subject for the independent and creative student who enjoys painting and drawing. The course 
will explore various aspects of Art and Design and the students will be exposed to a wide range of media and styles. 

What careers and University courses can Art and Design lead to? 
A good grade in Art  and Design at A level is valued by universities and employers, as it requires you to demonstrate the ability to 
solve creative problems and think independently.  This course lays an appropriate foundation for further study of  Art in higher 
education , for example on a Foundation course at an Art College, from which students go on to study  subjects such as Fashion, 
Product Design ,  Fine Art, Interior Design, Theatre and Film/Set Design and Graphic Design. Students often study Architecture 
after completing an A Level in Art and Design. 

 
 

 

 

 
A level Chemistry  
What board do we do? Edexcel, AQA 

What is Chemistry? 
Imagine a world without anaesthetics, fuels, bleaches, detergents, dyes for fabrics, clothes made from nylon and terylene, anti-
oxidants in jams and fruit squashes, PVC insulation for electrical wiring, polystyrene packaging.....  All this is unthinkable and 
undesirable in equal measure. At Notting Hill Tutors, our approach to the teaching of Chemistry is to present it as a dynamic, 
exciting and intellectually stimulating subject, whilst at all times paying full attention to the demands of the relevant examination 
specifications. Attention to detail and academic rigour have become by-words for these courses.  Our Chemistry team make the 
maximum possible use of past examination paper questions as the basis for worked examples, regular written homework 
assignments and, most important of all, timed tests which are staged every two to three weeks.  In addition, full scale trial 
examinations are set at the appropriate times of the academic year. 

What careers and University courses can Chemistry lead to? 
Students study Chemistry to Advanced Level at Notting Hill Tutors in order to gain entry to careers in Medicine, Dentistry, Pharmacy 
and many other fields not involving Chemistry directly but in which students benefit from having been exposed to the intellectual 
discipline and logic of the subject. 

Book List AS & Intensive 

 Chemistry in Context: Graham Hill & John Holman                             
(Nelson: ISBN 978-0174482760)       

 Revise AS and A2 Chemistry (Rob Ritchie) 
ISBN 1843159279, 9781843159278 

 
 

 

 

A level Economics  
What board do we do? Edexcel, AQA 

What is Economics? 
Economics is the study of scarcity.  As a subject, it is concerned with trying to get the most out of the limited resources that planet 
earth has, in order to best satisfy its population.  The subject tries to answer three basic questions: What should we produce?  How 
should we produce it?  For whom should we produce?  From these basic questions, the subject is developed, dealing both in 
scarcity issues on a small scale (microeconomics) and those on a larger scale (macroeconomics). 

What careers and University courses can Economics lead to? 
A good grade in Economics at A level is highly valued by universities and employers because it requires the student to develop a 
high level of critical thinking and analytical skills.  Potential careers include banking, finance, accounting, financial journalism and 
practice as a private or public sector economist.  However, it is an excellent subject for any degree as a high grade in economics 
shows that a student has a wide range of skills which are very attractive to universities and employers. 

Book List AS & Intensive 

Economics Fifth Edition:  Alain Anderton 
(Pearson Education: 978-1405892353) 

 
 

 

 

 
A level English Literature  
What board do we do? OCR, AQA 

What is English Literature? 
This examination is designed for students who have gained high grades in GCSE/IGCSE English Language & Literature (or 
equivalent), and who possess an ability to analyse language together with a love of reading. 

What careers and University courses can English Literature lead to? 
English Literature is one of a handful of gold plated A levels that are highly regarded by Universities precisely because of the fact 
that it is still deemed to be very challenging. As well as leading to the possibility of studying English itself, students also find that it 
facilitates entry to a wide variety of other degree courses, such as Law, Politics, History of Art, and Anthropology. 

Book List 

 English Literature: A Student Guide (Martin Stephen) 
ISBN: 1317876385, 9781317876380 

 
 

 

 

A level Further Maths  
What board do we do? Edexcel 

What is Further Mathematics? 

Mathematics is a vast subject studying numbers, quantities, shape, space, their relationships, and a lot more. Further Mathematics, 
in turn, describes a course studied in addition to the standard A Level Mathematics. It provides deeper grounding in, and greater 
conceptual understanding of, both Pure and Applied Mathematics by introducing students to such topics as complex numbers, 
matrix algebra, differential equations, Taylor series, and others. All these ideas are extremely important for the establishment of 
many scientific concepts present today and, for those passionate about Mathematics, are very interesting to learn in their own 
right. By the end of the course you will have taken your mathematical aptitude to a higher level and developed further your logical, 
numerical and problem-solving skills. 

What careers and University courses can Further Mathematics lead to? 

Further Maths is currently the fastest-growing of all subjects taught at A Level, which reflects the fact that greater knowledge of 
Maths often results in higher university admission chances. Studying the subject is highly recommended, and an A or A* grade 
strongly preferred, at such Russell Group universities as Oxbridge, Imperial, LSE and UCL. 

A Mathematics degree, to which it usually leads, is highly valued by employers due to the skills in analysis, problem-solving and, of 
course, numeracy, that it develops. Many graduates have chosen to use their mathematical skills in careers in the City of London, 
such as trading and risk analysis; in banking, insurance and other financial services; and in scientific research, IT and industry. 
However, this is not an exhaustive list as the transferable skills gained through study of Mathematics are, in general, of wide 
applicability in many career paths. 

Book List 

Keith Pledger                                                                                        
(Pearson Education Ltd.: ISBN 978-0435519216)       

Edexcel AS and A Level Modular Mathematics FP3 

Keith Pledger 

(Pearson Education Ltd.: ISBN 978-0435519223) 

 
 

 

 

A level Geography  
What board do we do? Edexcel , AQA 

What is Geography? 

Do you have an enquiring mind? Are you interested in understanding the world around you? Then Geography A level may be for 
you. It is not a requirement to have studied Geography at GCSE in order to take an AS or A2 course in the subject; however, a 
willingness to explore theories and learn new ideas is essential. Geography is a dynamic and relevant subject for all young people. 
The four unit geography specification is rooted in academic theory with the advantage of a contemporary twist. Students will learn 
about their place in the world and their responsibilities in terms of the environment and the sustainability of the planet as well as to 
other people. Change is a key theme in geography. Geography is about examining physical and human processes, monitoring 
change, identifying consequences and suggesting how best to manage new situations.  Its unique strength is its focus on places 
and often complex processes that form and change locations.  Geographers have a particularly broad interest in the perceptions of 
a huge range of different players in changing situations. The geographical skills that students learn along the way equip  them with 
a broad range of personal learning and thinking skills such as team work, independent enquiry and creative thinking – all highly 
valued by employers and universities.  Students are encouraged to read the broadsheet newspapers and keep up to date with 
current affairs and world events 

What careers and University courses can Geography lead to? 

Specialist careers in geography: Development (aid agencies, charities, Diplomatic Service, British Council); Ecosystems and the 
Environment (environmental consultancy for a TNC, National Trust); Land and Water Processes (hydrologists, civil engineering’ 
British Antarctic survey); Maps with Computing (cartographers, GIS geographical Information Systems including satellite imagery); 
Non specialist careers:  advertising, PR, Law, Accountancy.  Previous students have gone on to study Geography, Environmental l 
Science, Law and Economics. Geography related careers advice: www.geography.org 

  

Book List AS & Intensive 
 

 A-level Study Guide, AS and A2 in One Book: Geography (Chris Burnett) 
ISBN: 0582431719 
 

 Food and Famine; Micheal Witherwick and Sue Warn; Phillip Allan ISBN 978-0-340-99182-4 

  

 

 

A level History  
What board do we do?  Edexcel, AQA, OCR 

Which subjects combine well with History? 
History combines well with a number of other subjects. English Literature, Government & Politics and Economics are obvious 
examples, but History also complements a more Science based programme showing an ability to write analytically and understand 
current events in their historical context.    

What careers and University courses can History lead to? 
History is a well respected academic subject at A level.   History prepares student well for any careers or degree courses that 
require an ability to carry out research, to put forward a well supported argument or to write analytically. Teaching on the course 
encourages students to read a variety of historians’ views and use their own knowledge to challenge and support their 
interpretations. 

Book List  

 Exam Revision Notes: As/A Level 16th Century British and European History (Geoff Woodward) 
ISBN: 0860034461, 9780860034469 
 

 
 

 

 

A level ICT  
What board do we do? AQA, Edexcel 

What is ICT? 

Information and Communication Technology is concerned with the use of computer hardware and software to process data, 
generate information and communicate. By the end of the course you will have developed an understanding of the role of ICT in 
different types of organisations.  Through hands-on practical work you will acquire the skills to use a variety of application 
software, and the skills to analyse client requirements in order to design and develop ICT solutions. 

What careers and University courses can ICT lead to? 
A good grade in ICT at A level is valued by universities and employers as it demonstrates an understanding of the role of ICT within 
organisations and also points towards logical, analytical skills.  This course lays an appropriate foundation for further study of 
Information Systems or related subjects in higher education.   

Book List: 

 A Level Computing (P.M. Heathcote) 
ISBN: 9781903112212 
 

 Advanced Database Projects in Access 3rd Edition: Rendell & Mott 
(Hodder Education: ISBN: 9780340929254) 

 
 

 

 

A level Maths  
What board do we do? Edexcel, AQA 

What is Mathematics? 

Mathematics is a vast subject studying numbers, quantities, shape, space, their relationships, and a lot more. It attempts to 
describe this world as accurately and rigorously as possible, and thus is widely regarded as “the most precise human language”. 
The subject has got a huge number of fields and branches, and is fundamental to much of science and technology nowadays. It is 
generally divided into Pure and Applied Mathematics: the former studies entirely abstract objects, while the latter is concerned with 
applications of Mathematics in real life. By the end of the course, a successful student will have developed solid foundations in 
basic mathematical concepts and ideas, calculation skills, and problem-solving techniques necessary for higher education, further 
personal studies or careers. 

What careers and University courses can Mathematics lead to? 

Excellent results in A Level Mathematics have become a standard prerequisite for gaining admission to a degree in the UK. A or A* 
grade in the subject is now on the list of the minimum requirements of top universities like Oxbridge, Imperial, LSE and UCL. 
Therefore, A Level Mathematics is quite essential today for entering a prestigious university, regardless of what study interests and 
career plans one may have. 

A Mathematics degree, in turn, is highly valued by employers due to the skills in analysis, problem-solving and, of course, 
numeracy, that it develops. Many graduates have chosen to use their mathematical skills in careers in the City of London, such as 
trading and risk analysis; in banking, insurance and other financial services; and in scientific research, IT and industry. However, 
this is not an exhaustive list as the transferable skills gained through study of Mathematics are, in general, of wide applicability in 
many walks of life. 

Book List 

 AS-Level Maths Edexcel Complete Revision and Practice (Richard Parsons) 
ISBN: 9781847625809 

 AS Level Mathematics Through Diagrams (Dick Russell) 
ISBN: 9780199148387 

  

 
 

 

 

A level Philosophy  
What board do we do? AQA, OCR, Edexcel 

What is Philosophy? 
Philosophy is about fundamental concepts including knowledge and truth; the mental and the physical; personal identity; free will 
and determinism; self-interest, values and morality; the relations between individuals and society; human rights and justice; the 
value of art; the existence of God and the problem of evil. 

The study of philosophy combines reading the works of great philosophers, identifying the issues and arguments involved, and 
arriving at reasoned conclusions. Students will gain knowledge of important philosophical issues, and acquire key skills to interpret 
and assess arguments and counter-arguments, to develop their own ideas and to construct persuasive arguments. 

What careers and University courses can Philosophy lead to? 
Philosophy is a good choice for ambitious students seeking careers with international organisations, the Civil Service, law f irms and 
accountancy/consulting firms, and leading businesses especially in information technology and environmental sectors. The key 
skills of understanding ideas and arguments, clear and critical thinking and writing, and making rational decisions, are highly valued 
at senior management levels. 

Over-subscribed universities also value Philosophy qualifications: a demonstrated capacity for independent thought and research is 
especially attractive to admissions tutors. Philosophy is directly relevant for degrees offering combined qualifications such as 
Philosophy Politics and Economics, and degrees with philosophy modules (e.g. Law, Geography, Psychology) for which previous 
study would be an advantage. 

 
 

 

 

 
A level Physics  
What board do we do? AQA, Edexcel 

What is Physics? 

Physics is the science of how matter interacts and it spans the whole range from the very smallest particles right up to the universe 
itself. As a physical science there is an emphasis on predicting behaviour and testing through observation and measurement. 

What careers and University courses can Physics lead to? 

Physics students can pursue further study at university in Physics, Engineering, or Computer Science degrees. However, the 
analytical skills developed make Physics a highly sought after qualification in other careers such as medicine, computer 
programming, intellectual property, finance and economics. 

Book List 

 Advanced Physics Through Diagrams: Oxford Revision Guide Series (Stephen Pople) 
ISBN: 978019914999 

 A Level Physics (Roger Muncaster) 
ISBN: 9780748715848 

 
 

 

 

 
A level Psychology  
What board do we do? AQA, OCR, Edexcel 

What is Psychology? 
Psychology is the scientific study of human behaviour, thoughts and feelings. It covers a wide range of approaches including the 
study of the biological processes that underpin our behaviour; considerations of the ways in which behaviour and thought change 
over the lifespan; explanations of aspects of thinking such as memory; and ways in which our behaviour id affected by social 
groups. Because psychology is a science, an important aspect of the course involves gaining an understanding of the research 
methods used to obtain reliable and valid empirical evidence to support its theories and explanations. By the end of the course, you 
will have gained a sound understanding of these methods, together with a knowledge of various aspects of psychology and 
transferable skills such as the ability to evaluate information and apply your knowledge to different situations. 

What careers and University courses can Psychology lead to? 
Because it involves the development of a wide range of skills, psychology is valued by universities and employers. It can be helpful 
for people considering careers in many areas such as the media, advertising and human resources. Within psychology itself, there 
are many careers such as clinical psychology, educational psychology and occupational psychology. 

 
 

 

 

A level Sociology  
What board do we do? AQA, Edexcel 

What is Sociology?  Sociology attempts to explain and understand how societies and groups operate and change, how groups 
influence the individual, how meanings and interpretations “construct reality” and how social life is influenced by the unintended 
consequences of human action. Sociologists challenge the taken-for-granted ideas and beliefs that are generally accepted as being 
true or “common knowledge”. This process can undermine prejudice and misconceptions, develop insights into behaviour, and 
change (or reinforce) attitudes. When assertions of fact are made, sociologists ask, “What is the evidence?” In A Level sociology, 
students will learn to develop a sociological imagination through examining society from a variety of perspectives that focus on 
social change, social order and meaning. 

What can Sociology lead to? 
A good grade in Sociology at A level is valued by universities and employers, since it requires the development of analytical skills 
and demonstrates the ability to evaluate social issues. This course also lays an appropriate foundation for further study of Sociology 
or related subjects in higher education. 

 
 

 

 

A level Spanish  
What board do we do? Edexcel, AQA 

The A level in Spanish aims to encourage students to develop their interest for language learning considering their study of the 
language in a broader context. Therefore, it aims to develop students’ awareness and understanding of the contemporary society, 
cultural background and heritage as well as to communicate confidently, clearly and effectively in the target language for a range 
of purposes. 

What careers and University courses can Spanish lead to? 
With the growing expectation that candidates applying for jobs should be competent in at least one foreign language, Spanish is 
suitable for students wishing to pursue a wide variety of courses and subsequent careers. 

 
 

 

 

A level Travel and Tourism  
What board do we do? AQA, OCR 

What is Travel & Tourism? 
This GCE enables candidate to develop a broad understanding of travel and tourism principles. In addition, the qualification covers 
a mixture of teaching and learning experiences from the theoretical through to those with a clear practical emphasis. It is important 
that throughout the Advanced GCE programme, candidates are given the opportunity to explore and discuss their interests and 
aspirations and are provided with realistic guidance about how the qualif ication (including the selection of optional units) can help 
to meet their needs. 

What careers and University courses can Travel & Tourism lead to? 
The advanced awards provide a sound basis for progression to a range of HE courses, e.g. HNC in Travel; HND in hospitality, Travel 
and Tourism Management; Foundation Degree in Management and Tourism; BA in a management and Tourism. The specification 
aims to maintain and support the recognised standards demanded for travel and tourism education and training in order to meet 
the requirements of various sectors. With a GCE in Travel & Tourism, a candidate would be suitable recruit for a role in a range of 
fields including travel agents, conference planning and resort representatives. 
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